
 

 

 

 

Sydney Novak, of Huntley, IL, is a junior Communication 

Arts major with a minor in Sports Broadcasting. Sydney was 

recruited to play on the Judson Women’s Basketball team 

after her senior year of high school. 

As Sydney reflects on her Judson journey, she recognizes the 

way the Judson community has made an impact on her! 

“At Judson everyone knows everyone and because of the 

closeness of the community, someone is always willing to 

help. My professors know me as a student, but also as a 

person and that has allowed me to develop strong relationships with many of my peers as well as 

my professors and coaches.”  

From her peers to her professors and coaches, she knows the Judson community stands behind 

each other, encourages one another, and helps each other grow. Sydney particularly reflected on 

the growth she has experienced when it comes to exploring her faith.  

“For me talking about religion was a huge growth point. Coming from a public high school 

where we did not talk about religion, that was very different and where I have seen myself grow 

personally becoming more comfortable talking about it, reading devotions, and having those 

conversations.” 

In addition to her studies and being a member of the women’s basketball team, Sydney is also a 

member of the women’s golf team, and she has taken on different leadership roles serving as the 

Vice President of Judson’s Student Athletic Advisory Council (SAAC) and the Athletics 

Representative for the Judson Student Organization (JSO).    

“It is great to be able to step up as a leader on the teams and offer guidance as an 

upperclassman to younger students. In each of the leadership positions I hold on campus, I enjoy 

bringing people together in community and encouraging people to get involved. If there is an 

issue on campus I like to take in those concerns and work with other members of the community 

to develop solutions.”   

As Sydney prepares for graduation next year, she shared one thing she knows she will take with 

her.  

“For me being a member of the Judson community means always knowing you have the power to 

help someone else even if you do not know it yet. Once I graduate, that is what I know I will take 

with me. As a student I have experienced how the Judson community has come alongside me and 

I have seen it come alongside other students and I want to do the same in whatever I do.” 


