
 
 

Judson University senior, Carista Ritchie of Pingree Grove, IL is a 

Christian Ministries Major who hopes to use her education to 

make an impact in the lives of young people through ministry.  As 

she prepares for graduation this spring, Carista credits her Judson 

journey with giving her the education, experience, and 

community she needed to thrive! 

“My Judson education has profoundly influenced my life in so 

many ways. Through Judson I have gained priceless knowledge 

and valuable experience that has equipped me for going into full-

time ministry. I’ve learned how to interpret and teach the Bible, 

how to manage a ministry, effectively reach youth, and better 

understand people. My practicum and internship experiences 

have helped develop my confidence in my skills as a ministry leader. Additionally, I have seen my own 

theological beliefs grow in positive ways. Judson has given me valuable work experience and incredible 

connections I will carry with me for the rest of my life.” 

In addition to her academic class work and the unique experiential learning opportunities she has 

experienced, Carista recognizes the impact the Judson community has had on her over the last four 

years. “One thing I’ve learned as a Judson student that will always stick with me is God’s grace. The 

community at Judson models God’s grace so well. I’ve made dear friendships at Judson I hope to hold 

throughout my years. I’ve met incredible people who seek the Lord, care deeply about me, and who I 

have built wonderful memories with. I even met my future-husband at Judson. What started out as a 

mutual friendship turned into a relationship with the man I will marry in June 2022!”  

Upon Graduation, Carista hopes to enter the field of youth ministry, where she will help teens embrace 

their faith as their own. “One of my favorite parts about working in Youth Ministry internships and 

practicums was helping teenagers wrestle through difficult questions about life and faith. I loved seeing 

the perspectives of kids open up as they asked themselves questions, listened to each other, and sought 

to better understand God and how we should live for Him. Helping kids learn that God is not a distant, 

far-off being, but an ever-present help in trouble was a major highlight of my internship experiences.” 

When asked what being a member of the Judson community means to her, Carista replied, “To me, 

being a member of the Judson community means forever being a part of a supportive family. Judson is 

made up of some of the most incredible, caring, supportive individuals I have ever met. The professors 

and staff at Judson do not simply care about you as a student who needs a job someday, but truly care 

about you as an individual and as a Christian growing in your faith. I have gone through some rough 

times while in college, but the people at this university helped hold me up all along the way. They met me 

where I was at with grace and understanding and were prayer warriors on my behalf. I have not just 

learned from their teaching, but from their godly examples of Jesus and the ways they seek to represent 

Christ well. I know that once I was welcomed into this family as a freshman, I was adopted into a 

community that I can forever call my home.” 


