
 
 

Kelly Gimmler ‘19 of Crystal Lake, IL is a Bilingual Cross-

Categorical Special Education Teacher at Larsen Middle School 

in Elgin. Kelly enjoys teaching multiple subjects including 

Reading Intervention, Science, and Spanish to her 7th and 8th 

grade students who are English language learners.  

When asked why she chose to become a Special Education 

teacher Kelly credited her previous teachers and professors and 

the impact they have had in her life.  

“I always loved school. School was always a safe space for me as 

a kid. I had really good teachers, they invested in me and I felt 

called to try and do the same for kids today- to pour into them, 

speak life into them, and give them a space where they are 

loved no matter what they are going through. I chose Special 

Education specifically because I want to disable labels- that is my goal in special education. I think these 

students get labeled so easily and I want them to know that they are capable.”  

During her time on campus, Kelly served as a Chapel Worship leader, a RISE program Resident Assistant 

and Student Advisor, and was a member of the Judson University choir. Each of these experiences were 

instrumental in shaping her Judson experience. Kelly credits her professors and all the opportunities she 

had on campus with helping her excel in her current position.  

“My professors, I specifically would like to thank and mention Dr. Warren Anderson and Professor Kristen 

Stombres, set an example of good leadership and showed me the type of teacher I wanted to be to my 

students. They genuinely cared for all their students and were always there for me on my journey.” 

Being a RISE program RA and Student Advisor, Kelly helped guide RISE students in their studies and 

career goals each week. Kelly says this helped her gain hands-on responsiveness training that she now 

uses in her own classroom today! 

Outside of Kelly’s studies, her favorite memories on campus involve being a member of the Judson 

University choir. Here, Kelly thrived in the choir’s tight-knit community, and found a space where she 

could hit the pause button on everything around her, focus in on God and praise him through worship 

each week. “Choir was an outlet where I could let go of the stresses of my studies or the day, and come 

together with my peers and worship.” Today, Kelly continues to lead worship with her church, Hope 

Culture Church, and knows that no matter what the day to day brings she can always come back to 

worship.  

If Kelly could share one piece of advice to current Judson students, she says she would encourage all 

Judson students to be intentional in their relationships. “When you leave Judson, you step away from 

the close-knit community there and there are a lot of unknowns, but if you cling to community while you 

are at Judson and are intentional in your friendships and with your professors those relationships will 

follow you and guide you even in your post-grad life.”  


