
 

 

 

 

MAML Student Inspired to Serve 

Jenna Zelm ‘20, Health and Wellness and Exercise 

and Sports Science graduate, and current Master of 

Arts in Ministry and Leadership student has seen God 

work in amazing ways through the Judson community 

and believes her education has shaped her life for the 

better. Being surrounded by a community that 

genuinely cares for her has encouraged her to 

continue to care for others. Jenna states, “Judson has 

impacted me in extraordinary ways educationally, 

spiritually, and mentally, and a lot of that is because 

of the community of staff, faculty, and students at 

Judson. Judson’s professors and staff are intentional, 

wise, and caring. They offered me guidance and 

support both in and out of the classroom!”  

 

Jenna would like to thank one staff member in 

particular for impacting her journey. “Provost Dr. 

Gillian Stewart-Wells, made a lasting impression on 

me as she encouraged me to go into the MAML 

program after a university service trip to Scotland. After the pandemic hit and everything was 

shut down, I took that time to think through God’s plans for me, prayed about it, and eventually 

ended up applying for the MAML program. Fast forward two years and now I am about 1 year 

into the program, and have learned so much.” In May, Judson’s MAML cohort traveled to Israel 

as part of Judson’s distinctive program curriculum. This unique experience empowers Judson’s 

MAML students to dive deeper into their understanding of ministry as they experience the 

geographic locations of the bible firsthand. Jenna returned from the Holy Land in June and has 

already recognized the impact the trip has had in her education.   

 

“This was not my first trip with Judson, but visiting the Holy Land was extremely special. Of 

course I had studied the biblical locations in the classroom, but it was amazing to see it in 

person. To walk the places Jesus walked, kings walked, and where the Israelites were, was 

indescribable. I was honored to be in the land where so much biblical history had taken place.” 

She also described the specific impact this trip had on her understanding of ministry. “During 

our trip we learned from each other as we studied and practiced different spiritual disciplines, 

and we were all touched by the presence of God in new ways. I came home with new 

perspectives and a greater appreciation for how God worked in history in the Holy Land. I hope 

to go back someday and experience it all again!” 

 

Looking to the future, Jenna says she will always be grateful for her time at Judson as a 

traditional and MAML student. “Judson has shaped my life by offering a space that is 

encouraging yet challenging while also being practical to live, and modeling Christlike love that 

inspires me to go serve and love others in the same way in my job… It is a beautiful thing to be 

part of the body of Christ and how he intentionally brings us together in a place like Judson, and 

then sends us all out to serve him around the world.”  
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