
 

Emily Bellof ’22 is a Judson University RISE program graduate. 

Emily completed the RISE program with a Certificate in Liberal 

Arts and a concentration in Christian Ministries in Spring 2022.  

Emily is grateful for all the unique opportunities the RISE 

program gave her during her time on campus! 

“I was given countless opportunities at Judson University to 

develop my skills. I have made a lot of friends in the RISE 

program as well as with traditional Judson students. I have 

grown a lot in my walk with the Lord and in my classes.” 

In her time on campus, Emily participated in the University Choir 

for two years and got to sing with the choir on a winter tour.  

Emily was only one of four RISE students who participated in the 

G.R.O.W group lead by the campus ministries team on campus.  

In 2021, the RISE Program led a chapel that featured Emily sharing her testimony and how God has 

worked in her life.  

In February 2022, the Friends of Judson invited Emily to speak about her experiences in the RISE 

program and during this event Emily had the opportunity to sing a praise & worship song 

accompanied by other JU choir members. This event was very special to Emily as she loved being 

able to showcase her musical talents and her passion for worship.   

Emily also worked in the Advancement Office on campus from January 2021 until August 2022 as 

part of her internship experience. As part of their studies, all RISE students are required to 

participate in internship experiences. In her internship, Emily worked on things including data-base 

entry, filing, organization, and scanning.   

“At the beginning of my internship with Advancement I had an internship advisor to help me while I 

was on the job, but eventually, I gained more independence and began working all on my own 

without the help of an advisor.”  

Today, Emily works at a lighting company in Buffalo Grove as the office assistant.   

“My favorite part of being in the RISE program was being in a community of people who have 

disabilities, like me, and also being able to come to college with other college students. I am so glad 

to call Judson University and the RISE program a part of my family because I know that I can always 

count on them to me feel happy, calm, and safe no matter what.” 

 

http://www.judsonu.edu/RISE
https://www.judsonu.edu/join-the-friends-of-judson/

