
 
Barbara McDannell ‘84 of Indianapolis, IN is a Case Manager in 

Child Welfare at Choices Coordinated Care Solutions, a national 

nonprofit organization committed to supporting youth, adults, 

and families facing significant behavioral and emotional health 

challenges.  

Barb grew up in foster care after coming out of an abusive 

relationship she had with her father. Her foster parents had 

belonged to the Baptist church in her hometown and her pastor’s 

wife knew Dr. Edgar Boss, academic dean at Judson. “Living in a 

small town, everyone knew everyone, my foster parents and my 

pastor knew that I wanted to go to college and knew my story, 

and so they talked with Dr. Boss and I was able to visit the 

campus and I fell in love with it immediately!” 

After just one visit Barb knew Judson was the place for her, however at first she did not have the grades 

or the funds to make it happen. “I had been in such an abusive situation for so long school just was not 

my primary focus, so my grades at the time didn’t support getting into a college, but Judson took a 

chance on me and accepted me… financially I wasn’t sure I could pull it off either, but through a 

scholarship from the Friends of Judson, the opportunity to work on campus jobs, and take out student 

loans, I was able to finance my schooling… My education means so much to me because it did not come 

easy.” 

When asked what shaped her life the most during her time on campus, Barbara reflected on the 

importance the Judson community.  “There are two things that shaped my Judson experience. First, the 

professors- they truly cared about us and took time to get to know us. I was a Communications major so 

Doc Ryder was a professor I had every semester… my professors prayed for me, checked in on me when 

I was sick, and were so much more than just teachers. Secondly, the relationships I developed with my 

classmates were instrumental. All these years later, we still pray for each other, support each other and 

talk to one another. You knew you could always go to a professor for help and you knew you had a 

community of peers to encourage and support you as well.” 

Today, Barbara uses her education to help youth and families struggling in similar situations to what she 

grew up in. “I have been with my current company eight years now, and every day I get to help families 

come back together and become more cohesive- our goal is to work with families prior to them losing 

their children or just after they loose their children...There are a lot of kids out there who have gone 

through abusive relationships, or loss, and they feel as if there is no hope. I hope and pray that I can be a 

testimony that shows what God can do if you open your broken heart to Him. He can fix those wounds. 

Because of where I came from in life and because there were people who believed in me and took a 

chance on me, giving me the opportunity to attend Judson, and get my education, I am able to make a 

difference. It is only by the grace of God and how he used my time at Judson that has shaped me into 

who I am today.” 


